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  The 2010 Club 

Officers  

President: 

Lyn Simms  

Phone #:  865-2453 

E-Mail:  lynsimms@gmail.com 

 

Vice-President: 

Del Glasner 

Phone #:  318-965-1989 

E-Mail:  

dglasner2001@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary: 

Wanita Williams (Nita) 

Phone: 318-401-8846 

E-mail: Nita.1965@live.com 

 

Treasurer: 

John Autry 

Phone #:  455-2960 

E-Mail:  

jdouglasa@hotmail.com 

 

Show/Dealer Chairman: 

Christy Holder 

Phone #:  949-6574 

E-Mail:  

cristyholder@bellsouth.net 

 

Rock Rattler Editor: 

Larry Maguire 

Phone #:  284-3544 

E-Mail:  wood@centurytel.net 

 

(Temp Editor) 

Wanita Williams (Nita)(Above) 

 

Website Editor: 

Phillip Sanders 

Phone #:  686-7706 

E-Mail:  pesand@cpmcast.net 

 

 

 

Incoming PRESDIENTôS MESSAGE 

Merry Christmas one and all!  I am SO excited about the 2010 prospects for our 

club!  We have some dynamic leaders and members who want to continue the 

forward momentum of the club and see it grow and prosper.  We are counting on 

ALL of our members to assist in this process by bringing their ideas to the 

meetings, helping with the details and enjoying the fruits of their labors by 

participating in events as much as possible.  It will take work, but the potential 

rewards are virtually limitless! 

To begin this process, a Board meeting has been scheduled for this coming 

Thursday, 12/10/09, at 6:00PM at the club classroom.  EVERYONE is welcome!  

We have about 8-10 chairs, so if you can bring a folding chair with you it might be 

more comfortable than the wooden chairs we have.  Come prepared with ideas 

for field trips, classes, and meeting programs.  Also, if you have any ideas for the 

format or content of the club business meetings, come share them!  We are open 

for suggestions and welcome any comments.  If you see an area in need of 

change, come prepared to share your ideas of how that change might be 

accomplished.  OK? 

By the way, many of you have not yet seen our classroom at the University 

Storage on East Bert Kouns, across from WK Pierremont Hospital ς unit #806.  

Some work is still needed there, and that will be part of our discussion, but we 

can be PROUD of what we have there!  COME AND SEE IT THIS THURSDAY!  The 

ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ Ƴŀȅ Ǌǳƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎǘŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ 

take a break after the first hour and those who must leave can easily do so then.     

Finally, the December dinner meeting and auction was a blast!  The ONLY 

problem we had was that we ran out of time!  So, the auction will be concluded 

at the January meeting at the Bossier City Library.  We will start the meeting 

promptly at 6:30 PM and the auction will be done in place of the usual door 

prizes.  I think it would be more than OK if anyone unable to come to the party 

wanted to bring more items for the auction to this meeting.  The more we can 

auction the more we can make to meet the club needs and have activities we can 

all enjoy.  

Lyn Simms  

 

mailto:lynsimms@gmail.com
mailto:dglasner2001@yahoo.com
mailto:Nita.1965@live.com
mailto:jdouglasa@hotmail.com
mailto:cristyholder@bellsouth.net
mailto:wood@centurytel.net
mailto:pesand@cpmcast.net
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Membership dues for 2010 were due in Oct 2009 .  They were $15 per individual or $20 per couple 

or $25 for the whole family!! This gets you the monthly newsletter, class room access, and some of 

the best people to be around in the world!!  This is notice, that if dues have not been paid by Jan 

31st, you will be removed from the mailing list, etc.   

** We hope you will want to say with the group, and still be our friends and still enjoy the fellowship 

we have!!!!  

 

If you are unsure if you have paid or not, just e -mail one of the board membersé we will be happy 

to look it up!!  

 

Attached are some photos taken at our Christmas Party/ 

Auction at Kelly's. A fun time has had by all.  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

4 Days until Christmas!!! 
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  Photos of our new classroom taken Sat. Nov 21  

 
 

 
 

 
Del Glasner  
 

Ten rarest gems on earth (9 of 10) 

9. Black Opal - Australia is the classical Opal country and 

today is the worldwide most important supplier of Fine 

Opals. Almost 95 per cent of all Opals come from 

Australian mines. The remaining five per cent are mined 

ƛƴ aŜȄƛŎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ .ǊŀȊƛƭΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ 

Idaho and Nevada, but recently the stones have also 

been found in Ethiopia and in the West African country 

of Mali. Black Opal or Opal with a dark gray body shows 

the most brilliant play of colors imaginable. 

 
 

More information at:   

http://www.preciousgemstones.com/GEMCOLLECTING.HTML   

and 

http://www.preciousgemstones.com/GEMCOLLECTINGTWO.HTML   

 Lyn Simms 

If you have e-mail access and are not receiving 
the newsletter via e-mail… let Nita know!!  
She’ll update our member roster & send you 
the letter the fastest & the most cost effective 
way available…  
 

 

If all works out our website should be updated 

on/around 1 Jan 2010!!!!  Thanks Phillip 

 

http://www.preciousgemstones.com/GEMCOLLECTING.HTML
http://www.preciousgemstones.com/GEMCOLLECTINGTWO.HTML
http://bp1.blogger.com/_0Fb6DSzBQUI/R1LkQnCTzTI/AAAAAAAACUQ/a0LeiceiS1s/s1600-R/frontnew1.jpg
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  TEN RULES FOR GEMSTONE COLLECTING  

Conté.  

1. Do not buy a diamond without a Gemological 
Institute of America (GIA) Diamond Grading Report. 
This is the only laboratory that is internationally 
recognized. If your diamond has this grading report, 
no one will ever argue with the lab's grading of the 
stone. If you are collecting colored diamonds, this 
grading report is vital 

2. Be sure you are buying at near-wholesale prices. 
Some good sources of information include:  

o The Gemstone Forecaster, P.O. Box 42468, 
Tucson, AZ, 85733, $29 per year.  

o Palmeri's Market Monitor, 658 Washington 
Road, Pittsburgh, PA, 15228, $175 per year.  

o Colored Stone, P.O. Box 1100, Devon, PA, 
19333-9936, $18 per year.  

o Lapidary Journal, P.O. Box 1100, Devon, PA, 
19333-9936, $24 per year  

o Modern Jeweler's Gem Profile/2, by David 
Federman, published by Modern Jeweler, 
P.O. Box 2939, Shawnee Mission, KS, 66201, 
$39.95.  

3. View your gem portfolio as a long-term hedge.  
4. Allow time to liquidate. Gems are similar to real 

estate, rather than precious metals. Proper portfolio 
planning can alleviate this potential problem. Gems 
are instantly liquid, but at a discount.  

5. Buy the best you can afford. In up markets, "the best 
appreciates the fastest".  

6. Beware of boiler room gem scams. Remember, if it 
sounds too good to be true, it usually is. Watch out 
for Canadian firms with fake "look-alike" certificates 
and bogus price lists. Never buy a stone that is sealed 
in plastic or a Lucite box. 

TEN RULES FOR GEMSTONE COLLECTING 
The following rules are critical if you are going to be 
a successful collector:  

7. Learn to love gems for their beauty, portability, 
and privacy.  

8. Align yourself with a knowledgeable expert. This 
can be a dealer, a wholesaler, or a retail jeweler. 
If you are going to deal with a retail jeweler, tell 
the jeweler your plan, and request that he work 
on a smaller mark-up than normal.  

9. Collecting gems is primarily suited for the 
sophisticated individual with a substantial 
portfolio. Place no more than 10%-15% of your 
portfolio in gems. A beginning portfolio will cost 
you $10,000 (one or two gems). A well-
diversified portfolio will run between $25,000-
$100,000, or higher.  

10. Do not buy a colored stone without an American 
Gemological Laboratory (AGL) Colored Stone Grading 
Report. For beginning collectors, this is critical. This 
lab is considered the final arbitrator in "country of 
origin" and treatment issues. If you are paying the 
price for a Kashmir sapphire, Burma ruby, or 
Colombian emerald, make sure the stone is 
accompanied with an AGL certificate stating the 
country of origin.  
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(F) - Filling: As a by-product of heat enhancement, 

this is the presence of solidified borax or similar 

colorless substances which are visible under 

properly illuminated 10x magnification. 

(G) - Gamma/Electron Irradiation: The use of 

gamma and/or electron bombardment to alter a 

gemstone's color, which may be followed by a 

heating process.  

 

(H) - Heating: The use of heat to effect desired 

alteration of color, clarity and/or phenomena.  

 

(I) - Infilling: The intentional filling of surface-

breaking cavities or fractures usually with glass, 

plastic, opticon with hardeners and/or hardened 

foreign substances to improve durability, 

appearance and/or add weight.  

 

(IMIT) - Imitation: Manmade products, fabricated in 

such materials as glass, ceramic or plastic designed 

to imitate or resemble the appearance, but not 

duplicate the characteristic properties, of a natural 

gemstone.  

 

(L) - Lasering: The use of lasers and chemicals to 

reach and alter inclusions in diamonds.  

 

(MM) - Manmade: Fabricated products.  

 

(N) - Natural: Stones which are not currently known 

to be enhanced.  

 

(O) - Oiling/Resin Infusion: The intentional filling of 

surface-breaking cavities with a colorless oil, wax, 

natural resin or unhardened manmade material into 

fissured transparent/translucent gemstones to 

improve appearance.  

(R)- Irradiation: The use of neutrons, requiring an 

environmental safety release from the NRC, with the 

combination of any other bombardment and/or heat 

treatment to alter a gem's color.  

 

Gemstone Enhancement Guide 
 

We use the following symbols to designate natural, 

enhanced, synthetic and imitation (manmade) 

gemstones. All of the symbols used are those 

described by the American Gem Trade Association 

(AGTA), of which we are charter members. It is the 

practice of Fire Mountain Gems to disclose all 

enhancements to the gems we sell (with the 

exception of normal cutting and polishing). We also 

disclose the method of enhancement, if known. This 

disclosure will appear both on the stone's advertising 

and on the stone's invoice. For the benefit of your 

customer and your company, we strongly suggest 

that you follow these guidelines when you sell 

gemstones and jewelry. 

(ASBL) - Assembled: Products made of multiple 

layers or combinations of manufactured and/or 

natural materials joined together. Example: opal 

triplets.  

 

(B) - Bleaching: The use of chemical agents to 

lighten or remove a gemstone's color.  

 

(C) - Coating: Surface enhancements to improve 

appearance; provide color or other special effects.  

 

(D) - Dyeing: The introduction of coloring matter into 

a gemstone to give it new color, intensify present 

color or improve color uniformity.  

 

(E) - Enhanced: This indicates that this type of 

gemstone is routinely enhanced. Since many 

enhancements are difficult or impractical to prove 

definitively, the approach taken in our printed 

materials and invoices is to assume, unless 

otherwise indicated, that such enhancement has 

been done to the particular gemstone material being 

described. If the particular type of enhancement is 

known, that enhancement symbol will be stated, 

rather than the “E” symbol.  
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 Most of you have seen some of these, but I bet all 

of you have not seen all of these…  (20 of 70) 

You might be a Rock Hound ifé. 

11-20 
- You can pronounce "molybdenite" correctly on 

the first try 
- The polished slab on your bola tie is six inches 

in diameter 
- The bookshelves in your home hold more rocks 

than books; and the books that are there, are 
about rocks 

- On a trip to Europe, you're the only member of 
the group who spends their time looking at 
cathedral walls through a pocket magnifier 

- You think you KNOW how to pronounce 
"chalcedony” 

- You are thinking about giving out rocks for 
Halloween 

- You planted flowers in your rock garden 
- You purchase things like drywall compound just 

to have another nice bucket to carry rocks in 
- The club you belong to uses rocks for center-

pieces for the annual Christmas dinner 
- The first thing you pack for your vacation is a 

chisel and a hammer 
 
Nita 
 

 
Gemstone Enhancement Guide Conté 
 

(S) - Stabilization (Bonding): The use of a colorless 

bonding agent (commonly plastic) with a porous 

gemstone to give it durability and improve 

appearance.  

(SYN) - Synthetic: These are manmade materials 
which have essentially the same optical, physical 
and chemical properties as a naturally occurring 
counterpart. 
 
(U) - Diffusion: The use of chemicals in conjunction 
with high temperatures to produce color and/or 
asterism (star-like) inclusions.  
 
(W) - Waxing/Oiling: The impregnation of a colorless 
wax, paraffin and/or oil in porous opaque gemstones 
to improve their appearance. 
 
Additional Notes: If you resell gems obtained from 
us, or any gems for that matter, it is your 
responsibility to provide all information pertinent to 
the enhancement of a gemstone at the time of sale. 
If a stone is manmade, it is the seller's responsibility 
to disclose that fact. This information is required by 
the Federal Trade Commission (FTC).  
 
Failure to identify enhancement of natural 
gemstones when present, is an unfair trade practice. 
Such information is required at each and all levels of 
jewelry commerce. Failure to inform buyers could 
subject violators to civil as well as administrative 
remedies. Anyone who is uncertain about these 
requirements may write the American Gem Trade 
Association, 3030 LBJ Freeway, Suite # 840, Dallas, 
TX 75234. 
 
Get more at 
http://www.firemountaingems.com/encyclobeadia/be
ading_resources.asp?docid=GMSTNNHNCMNTGD
&WT.fmg_linksection=621VJ91C8E0M&WT.mc_id=
NL091201 

http://www.firemountaingems.com/encyclobeadia/beading_resources.asp?docid=GMSTNNHNCMNTGD&WT.fmg_linksection=621VJ91C8E0M&WT.mc_id=NL091201
http://www.firemountaingems.com/encyclobeadia/beading_resources.asp?docid=GMSTNNHNCMNTGD&WT.fmg_linksection=621VJ91C8E0M&WT.mc_id=NL091201
http://www.firemountaingems.com/encyclobeadia/beading_resources.asp?docid=GMSTNNHNCMNTGD&WT.fmg_linksection=621VJ91C8E0M&WT.mc_id=NL091201
http://www.firemountaingems.com/encyclobeadia/beading_resources.asp?docid=GMSTNNHNCMNTGD&WT.fmg_linksection=621VJ91C8E0M&WT.mc_id=NL091201
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It shows no trace of crystalline structure nor 
possesses any established composition and must be 
considered a rock instead of a mineral. It is 
amorphous, having no regular internal arrangement 
of atom as is crystals. The amorphous is taken from 
Greek and means "no form" because there is no 
pattern to amorphous materials. The atoms are 
jumbled together in small groups like particles in a 
pile of sand. It is extremely brittle and breaks easily 
with shiny, black conchoidal fractures - a feature so 
perfectly developed that is is identifiable easily in the 
field. It is translucent and will not soften when heated 
to a bright red.  
     Obsidian is found throughout the western United 
States, mostly in Alaska, Colorado, Utah, New 
Mexico, Arizona, Wyoming, Oregon, Nevada, and 
California. It is also found in British Columbia, and 
throughout Mexico.  
     American Indians valued obsidian highly. Its 
perfect texture and easy fracture made it a prize 
possession for chipping into arrowheads and large 
ceremonial spear points. 
The Aztec called obsidian "iztli" or "teotetl" meaning 

"divine stone" because of its usefulness in carving 

and ceremonial blades. Even one of their gods was 

named "Itzpapalotl", meaning "obsidian butterfly".  

     Obsidian is also used to make attractive jewelry 

as cabochons or faceted. Thin slabs can be cut with 

a common glass cutter. Due to its extreme heat 

sensitivity, great care must be taken in working 

obsidian. Industries use obsidian as a raw material to 

make rock wool. Surgeons have even used thinly 

chipped obsidian knives is surgery because of the 

fine exact cut and obsidian knife makes.  

via The Council Reporter, 9/07; via The Petrified 

Digest 6/07; from Stoney Statements, 4/01, via 

ETumbler, 9/09 

 

Looking forward to the next meeting where the 
program will be about Obsidian. Bring some of 
yours for show and tell. 
 

Oddities of Obsidian by Delores E. Rose 

Obsidian is an extrusive igneous rock formed when 
the magma of an erupting volcano reaches the 
earth's surface and cools rapidly. It is an extrusive 
rock because it was pushed out onto the surface. 
The cooling of the extrusive rock occurs so rapidly 
that the magma doesn't form minerals at all, but a 
volcanic glass. 
     It derives its name according to Pliny, an ancient 
Roman naturalist, from a fellow named O  bsious, who 
found it in Ethiopia. Originally, it was named 
"obsianous", but the spelling was changed over the 
centuries to its modern form. 
     Obsidian occurs in many colors, black being the 
most common. It can also be red, brown, or even 
green. It can contain inclusions of magnetite, 
ilmenite, iron oxide, potassium oxide, sodium oxide, 
lime, and magnesium. It is composed of 66-77% 
silica, with about 13-18% alumina. Magnetite most 
likely gives obsidian its black color, and oxidized 
magnetite or hematite the reds and browns. 
     With slow cooling, silica crystals of Cristobalite 
form, forming the "snowflake" obsidian or "flowering" 
obsidian. Iridescence reflected from minute 
inclusions arranged in layers is known as "rainbow 
obsidian". Another kind with gold inclusions with a 
strong metallic luster is called "gold sheen obsidian", 
and if the inclusions are grayish silver in color, it's 
called "silver sheen".  
     Obsidian is interesting in many ways, but mainly, 
for all practical purposes, it is a true glass. It has a 
hardness of 5-5.5 on the Mohs hardness scale. It 
represents a quickly congealed mass of molten rock, 
for if it had time to cool slowly, it would have 
crystallized into a rock similar to granite or rhyolite. 
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Membership dues for 2010 were due in Oct 2009.  They were $15 per individual or $20 per couple or $25 for 

the whole family!! This gets you the monthly newsletter, class room access, and some of the best people to 

be around in the world!!  Pass on a membership application to someone you know - today!!  

 

ARK-LA-TEX GEM AND MINERAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Name (s) _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Renewal?  Yes / No   Phone #’s ___________________________ E-Mail __________________________ 

 

Membership Option:  Individual: ___________ Couple: ___________ Family: ___________ 
(Check One)  $15.00    $20.00    $25.00 

 

Mail to: Ark-La-Tex Gem and Mineral Society  Or Come to a meeting and pay in person!! 

 PO BoX 6633      6:30 on the 1st Tuesday of each month 

 Bossier City, LA 71111    Bossier Parish History Center, 2006 Beckett St.  

Bossier City, LA 71111 

 

We the officers of the Club, both new and old would like to thank everyone for their patients & support.  It has 

been a rough year for some of the members and some things fell by the way.  We would like to continue to 

have your support and understand as we try pick up all the activities. 

 

If you would like to help, here are openings or soon to be openings: 

 

- Our Secretary, Nita is temporary as she will leave Louisiana in first part of March.  We will need someone 
to replace her.  Feb will be the last Meeting Minutes & Newsletter she will be able to complete 
 

- Phillip is a temp for the webpage, to help get it updated from 2007 to NOW!!  But his day-to-day activities 
will not allow him to do this on a full-time basis.  We will need someone to replace him. 

 
- Prepare an article for the Newsletter!!  Tell us about a trip you took!!  It doesn’t have to be essay size!!   
 
Any Volunteers?  How about you!!?  The club is only as good as WE make it.  Join in; help out... lots of hands, 
make for light work!! 

Please submit any articles no later than the 10th of each month, so the newsletter can be completed by 15th of 

the month.  Thanks 

 


